7 Journal of Religious Studies in Media

iores Nam b of & volume 8, No 29, 2026
IRIB University

Presenting a Media Literacy Model for School Students
with an Educational, Moral, and Identity-Based Approach
in the Era of Digital Media

Ali Jafari

Department of Partnerships and Communication, Institute for Education Studies,
Organization for Educational Research and Planning, Tehran, Iran (corresponding author);
alijafari@oerp.ir

Moslem Shojaei
Department of Islamic Studies Education, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran;
moslem.shojaei@cfu.ac.ir

Abstract

Obijective: This study aims to present a media literacy model for students
with an educational, moral, and identity-based approach in the era of digital
media. The main research question is what dimensions and components the
model comprises and how the relationships among them can be formulated.

Method: In terms of purpose, the study is applied, and it takes a qualitative
approach using thematic analysis. The participants were 15 experts in
communication and media, educational sciences, curriculum planning,
educational technology, and Islamic education, selected through purposive
sampling with a maximum-variation strategy. Data were collected through
semi-structured interviews and analyzed using Braun and Clarke’s six-phase
process.
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Findings: The analysis identified seven main themes: “cognitive
capability and critical media thinking,” “analysis and evaluation of media
messages,” “digital ethics and responsibility,” “cultural-religious and value-
based identity,” “creativity and responsible content production,” “self-
regulation and management of media consumption,” and “a supportive
educational ecosystem.” At the integrative level, the first six themes were
organized into three domains: “cognitive-critical,” “moral-identity-action,” and
“self-regulation-media management.” The “supportive educational ecosystem”
was interpreted as the context in which these competencies form and are
strengthened. The conceptual outcome of the interaction among these domains
was formulated as “the student’s informed, ethical, and responsible agency in
the media environment.”

Conclusion: The value of the proposed model lies in its integrative,
relation-oriented formulation of these competencies within the context of the
educational ecosystem. The model can provide a framework for understanding
and strengthening students’ informed, ethical, and responsible agency in the
media environment.

Keywords: Media, Ethics, Media Literacy, Moral Education, Cultural-
Religious Identity, Students, Digital Media.
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