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Abstract

Objective: Islamic art is one of the richest and most complex cultural
fields in Islamic civilization. It has mostly been studied within historical and
philosophical frameworks and much less from a sociological perspective.
Azam Ravadrad, drawing on the sociology of art, has tried to offer a definition
of Islamic art that can fill this theoretical gap. This study takes an analytical
approach based on formal logic. It evaluates Ravadrad’s proposed definition
and assesses how far it meets the logical criteria of a definition:
comprehensiveness, exclusiveness, clarity, and avoidance of circularity.

Method: The study uses a descriptive-analytical method, and the data were
collected from library sources.

Findings: The results show that Ravadrad’s emphasis on divine content
draws a relatively clear boundary between Islamic art and other artistic types,
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which satisfies exclusiveness. However, too much focus on this component
limits the definition’s comprehensiveness, because it excludes some decorative
works and works without a specific meaning from the domain of Islamic art.
The definition also relies on concepts such as “the general spirit of Islamic
civilization” and “audience perception.” Because of the role of religious elites
in the process of recognition, and because these criteria are subjective and
unstable, they reduce the definition’s clarity and usefulness. Even so, the
definition is acceptable in terms of avoiding circularity.

Conclusion: The most important challenge for Ravadrad’s definition is
that it does not fully meet the formal principles of definition. A more precise,
balanced, and coherent framework is still needed to explain the nature of
Islamic art.

Keywords: Art, Sociology, Sociology of Art, Islamic Art, Sociological
Approach, Logical Assessment, Ravadrad
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