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Abstract

19)

Objective: This study examines digital narratives of the Arbaeen
pilgrimage walk, based on the themes that shape users’ experience on Twitter
and Instagram.

Methodology: The study takes a qualitative approach and uses thematic
analysis. Data were collected through criterion-based purposive sampling from
posts, images, captions, and tweets related to the Arbaeen walk, for a total of

Yesamples, and were analyzed using Braun and Clarke’s six-phase model.
First, data related to the Arbaeen walk were gathered through targeted searches
of relevant hashtags and keywords on Twitter and Instagram. The selected
posts, images, captions, and tweets were then chosen according to the study’s
criteriaand reviewed and categorized through initial coding. Next, the main and
sub-themes of the data were extracted, reviewed, and interpreted using Braun
and Clarke’s six-phase model, in order to identify the semantic patterns that
shape users’ experience in digital narratives of Arbaeen.
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Findings: The findings show that users’ meaning-making takes shape
through a set of themes: ritual-devotional experience, social solidarity, narration
of the route and visual centrality of the scene, hosting and hospitality, political-
identity dimensions, intercultural experience and international contact,
collective emotions, individual narrativization, memory-making, the
transmedia dimension, digital techniques, socio-economic consequences, and
gender issues. A theoretical analysis of the findings, drawing on Victor Turner’s
ritual theory, Jan Assmann’s cultural memory, and platform logic, shows that
social networks are not only a venue for representing Arbaeen but part of the
ritual experience and its collective memory.

Conclusion: The Arbaeen walk can therefore be interpreted as the
reproduction of a lifeworld of “waiting” (intizar), in which ritual desire, the
repetition of experience, and the suspension of the future are reproduced in
mediatized form.

Keywords: Arbaeen, Media, Ritual, Arbaeen Pilgrimage Walk, Meaning-
making, Social Networks, Collective Memory, Waiting Human.
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