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Abstract

Objective: Seyyed Morteza Avini was a filmmaker, writer, and theorist
with a distinctive style and approach to documenting the Sacred Defense. Since
the Shahid Avini Award at the Cinema Haghighat Festival is conceived as a
continuation of this documentary tradition, this study analyzes the formal and
content-related components of the award’s winning films in light of Avini’s
cinematic thought. The central research question concerns the extent to which
these films correspond to the formal and content-related components of Avini’s
cinema.

Method: This applied study adopted a descriptive-analytical design. Data

Cite this article: Eshghi Rezvani, Mehdi; Amin Khandagi, Javad (2026). An Analysis
of the Formal and Content-Related Components of the Shahid Avini Award—Winning
Films at the Cinema Haghighat Festival, with Emphasis on Seyyed Morteza Avini’s
Cinematic Thought. Media and Religious Studies, 7(28): 38-71.
https://doi.org/10.22034/jmrs.2026.586073.1261

Received: 2026/06/10 Revised: 2026/08/02  Accepted: 2026/08/16 Published online: 2026/03/19
© The Author(s). Article type: Research Article Published by: IRIB University

Fmo ey [ (3.3,

DO mee | MPTT | e

<



0 gt 33 (rietg] 03l 53 SLeld 50 9 o yD (SLALY 0 S

&

were collected through library research and the viewing of audiovisual works.
The films were analyzed qualitatively using an aesthetic approach derived from
Avini’s views on cinema. The study population comprised ten leading films
that received the Shahid Avini Award at the Cinema Haghighat Festival and
were selected through non-random purposive sampling.

Findings: The findings indicate that the films Hejdah Hezarpa, Khaterate
Khabarnegar-e Jang, Zanani ba Goushvareh-haye Barouti, Abi Kamrang,
Ebrahim dar Atash, and Mashti Esmaeil exhibit the closest affinities with
Avini’s filmmaking and directorial style. Among these works, the documentary
Mashti Esmaeil was assessed as the closest to Avini’s cinema.

Conclusion: In terms of content, the films examined remain influenced by
Avini’s [lluminationist cinema and continue to draw on his approach. Formally,
however, they have departed from Avini’s model under the influence of
developments in filming and editing technologies, attention to audience
preferences, festival policies, and commissioning organizations’ preferences.

Keywords: media; documentary; Illuminationist documentary; Seyyed
Morteza Avini; documentary directing; Cinema Haghighat; Shahid Avini
Award
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