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Abstract

Objective: This study examines the representation of new spirituality on the
Instagram accounts of Iranian celebrities and micro-celebrities, and the function of this
representation in constructing digital fame. In the context of late modernity and the
declining authority of traditional religious institutions, individual-centered forms of
spirituality have spread across social networks.

Methodology: Using qualitative netnography and content analysis of the content
produced by seven celebrities active in the field of spirituality, the study investigates
their semantic patterns and representational strategies.

Findings: The findings show that concepts such as “inwardness” and
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“personalization of the sacred” are widely represented, while rituals and the obligations
of religious law (shart‘a) are pushed to the margins. These representations can be
understood within the logic of the attention economy and personal branding, and they
reproduce new spirituality as a form of symbolic capital in the field of competition for
attention.

Discussion and Conclusion: Mediated spirituality on Instagram is not only an
individual orientation but also a communicative strategy for differentiation and for
consolidating a position of fame. New spirituality reproduces the dynamics of power,
culture, and economy at the intersection of religion and media, and it shows how Iranian
society, in encountering modernity, has found a middle path for preserving the sacred
in new forms.

Keywords: Spirituality, Media, Social Networks, New Spirituality, Religion,
Celebrity, Netnography, Micro-celebrity
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