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Abstract

Objective: This study compares the function of mise-en-scéne in
portraying the Infallibles (al-Ma ‘siimin) in two landmark works of Iranian
television and cinema: the television series Imam Ali and the feature film
Muhammad: The Messenger of God. Specifically, it examines how visual and
kinetic elements, including set design, costume design, lighting, and makeup,
are used to represent these sacred figures.

Method: The study adopts a neoformalist approach to compare the mise-
en-scéne strategies of the two works. Data were collected through systematic
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observation and close analysis of selected scenes, with particular attention to
their visual and kinetic dimensions. This analysis was designed to identify the
strengths and weaknesses of each work’s direction in its use of mise-en-scéne.

Findings: The analysis reveals that the director of Imam Ali concentrated
primarily on visual elements such as set design, costume, and lighting. By
comparison, makeup and the other components of mise-en-scéne remained
underdeveloped. The series therefore makes limited use of the more complex
dimensions of mise-en-scéne and relies mostly on simpler visual strategies. In
contrast, the director of Muhammad: The Messenger of God uses the full
repertoire of mise-en-scéne effectively. Set design and lighting in particular
foreground the spiritual attributes of the infallible figures and considerably
strengthen the work’s overall impact.

Conclusion: The study concludes that Muhammad: The Messenger of God
is an exemplary model of the comprehensive and effective use of mise-en-scéne
in portraying the Infallibles. Imam Ali and other television productions,
however, remain at a developmental stage in using mise-en-scene to depict
religious figures. By tracing how this device has evolved across cinema and
television, the study also sheds light on its influence on audience perception.

Keywords: Media, Religious Cinema, The Infallibles (Ma ‘siimin), Mise-
en-scene, Lighting, Set Design, Imam Ali (Television Series), Muhammad: The
Messenger of God (Film)
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